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The le late* 1- McClellan. Cfaafarmaa 

Senate I%rm*»*iaf 3*be ommlttee 
Committee on Oo»M»mtal Orscratloia* 

United State* Senate 

Waafctait'M* D. C. 29510 

Pear Mr. Chair 'nan: 

The loiiewfni I* 4a re* ■■•%*•*> to you* letter of 29 January 19/', 9; 

Oar estimate of the Soviet threat to Slatted State* naval forces 
%■„ the early If 70** ha* iscmieo somewhat from las* year a* the 
result ®f the Intr odactl on of * new air-to-eurfaee miteile eyetem 
I I for use ea Badger bomber* . The latreftafttfea 

of the »«•«• missile will probably result In the- retention of Badger B 
bomber* ia Naval A viatic well beyond the orevinaaly estimated 
:>fta#«->ut about 1971, 
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A§ you may recall fm n press reports at: the' ti r.e, the Soviets 
die leyeci several new fighter daatgwt id the Moscow air show ea 
f Xoly J967. Two of these a*w type# ad' fighters will probably be deptoyed 
he dperetieeel soil* to the seer fittsts. Historically. the Ssvittt hev# 
lat»d«t*4 * atw or modified deatga eh set every tee years. The asmbtr 
Md type of fighter designs di* 4»jed suggest* increased emphasis by the 
Soviets or* aircraft saltable tor ase la cenveetioiaet or limited warfare. 

With respect to Soviet Tactical Aviation, the aopare&t aswcar* 
for contingencies short of general naelear war will r obahly result in 
euaeidsrafett effort feeing devoted to tins development of more versatile 
aircraft, fff estimate that of the fighter* displayed at the air show 
tbs -»# which we have designated r**t*t-wiB became eserattenal to 
ifttareaptor* attach, sod raceanaieeanca roles, ft* deolaymsaat to 
Tactical A vial ton will probably begin m-itfcto the -next two years. The 
Soviets also displayed a variable wing fighter at the air show— we have 
designated it the Floggsr— which is sit niter to configuration to the 17. 3. 
F-lli. ft #*;?ect the IwitM to begin deployment of tide aircraft, m 
of a?- other new tactical fighter which probably will bare variable geometry 
win,,*. about 1172. The Soviets also displayed several experimental 
vertical «r short tats* off and landtag fighters at the air show, and aw 
aircraft of that type may also he deployed with Tactical Aviation to. the 
early If?®**. 

With that advent of more cotuoles, capable, and costly aircraft, 
the ct^iUtiea of Tactical Aviati m will increase, em though It* 
numerical strength "nay decline somewhat, w# estimate that by if 77 
the mambar of aircraft In oreratlsaal unit* will fall ritfeto the raage from 
2, uQQ t« S.» 20®. Ae is tbs currant practice, a large number of older 
aircraft- will probably be retained to reserve a* a hedge agaiaet assy 
contingency. 
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jUKgcty ta affect the lack of hijh lerfotmance interceptors, thm 
Soviets ift the : nurt have ke^i tarj* aawbara <*f »l<*#r *l***aft 

lan^ar thca w* *x oacted. Hew that aa* tntaacaptaae a*a 
dt^loytd in lacreaaio.2 »o.v*bcra* however, the ««ed for extremely large 
Baxter* of aircraft for the Ho ne Air Defease Force# will diminish. The 
ore rail capability of the iaterce .tor f>rce will probably improve significantly 
faxing the next decade eeaa though there la a dacllaa l» the aumber of 
aircraft. We estimate that the namberi of inter ce- t >r® in the force will 
dacliaa to about l, 3?5*l, W0 by MU, usd ta ab**t l, MO-2. 403 by 1971, 

The tread is the farce level will depessd largely os the rat* at which the 
Soviets >mm mt aircraft m*x lb y ear a old. 

It ta ho-ed that this informal! jci will be useful to your Sabcorsmittee. 
If w# can be at aoy farther assistance, please let as kmzm. 

Sincerely, 

/$/ 

Richard Mel ns 
Director 
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